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I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; in his word is my hope.
                                                                                         Psalm 130:4

Dear St. Peter’s Family,

Waiting is not something we typically like to do.  We often avoid it.  The 
faster the internet, the better.  We call ahead of time to put our name on 
the list at our favorite restaurant.  Less of a wait, the better, so we think.  

It strikes me, therefore, that most of the figures in the opening chapters 
of the Gospel of Luke are waiting.  Zechariah and Elizabeth are waiting.  
Mary is waiting.  Simeon and Anna are waiting.  Henri Nouwen pointed 
out this insight for us.  All of the figures in the opening chapters of Luke 
are waiting, in best way possible.

Advent invites us into a season of waiting, and perhaps it is more like a 
season of waiting for more.  The opening chapters of Luke reveal stories 
about pregnancies, childbirth, and the long-awaited arrival of a Savior.  
Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, Simeon, and Anna are not waiting like waiting 
is a waste of time.  They are actively waiting for what God might do next 
in their lives.  Henri Nouwen writes, “People who wait have received a 
promise that allows them to wait.  They have received something that is 
at work in them, like a seed that has started to grow … we can only really 
wait if what we are waiting for has already begun for us.”  Yes, Advent 
invites us to wait more like we are expecting the birth of a child. 

I am particularly drawn to one of these “Advent saints” in the opening 
chapters of Luke.  Anna the prophetess waited in the temple for a very 
long time before she saw the Messiah.  For years, Luke says, Anna never 
left the temple, but worshipped there night and day.  She was active in her 
waiting, expecting God would make good on his promises.  At eighty-four 
years old, she regularly worshipped in the temple, keeping her eyes 
peeled for the Messiah.  Then, at the moment the newborn Jesus was 
brought into the temple, she burst into praise and began to tell all about 
this newborn Messiah.  This is Advent waiting.  

I invite you to wait with me in this season of Advent.  Keep your eyes 
peeled.  The one who has come among us promises to come again.  

Faithfully,  

Claire Rabson
Chancel Choir Director
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Lauren Vereen
Communications Coordinator
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A Message from Father Mike.. .
ADVENT 2021
"See, I am coming soon...(Revelation 22:12a).

"The Spirit and the bride say, 'Come.' And let everyone who hears say, 'Come.' And let everyone who is thirsty come" 
(Revelation 22:17).

"The one who testifies to these things says, 'Surely I am coming soon.' Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!" (Revelation 22:20).

Most of us experience the Advent season as a period of 'waiting'--waiting for parties to commence; waiting for 
decorations to go up; waiting for Santa Claus and gifts; waiting for Christmas...waiting, waiting, waiting! We 
Americans aren't very good at waiting, are we? I recently experienced a rise in blood pressure (I take a pill for 
that) while trying to quickly check out merchandise in one of our local big-box stores. One lone checker (in a 
sea of at least 20+ lanes) was operating her area with long customer lines while at least six other nearby 
checkers were standing around talking to each other. I said something the Waltons wouldn't have appreciated 
(it made my BP go up more). Grrrr!

Do the multitudinous cargo ships anchored off the California coast cause you Christmas supply chain anxiety? 
Remember waiting for coronavirus vaccines? For supermarket shelves to restock? For travel and gatherings to 
resume? For 'normality', whatever that is, to return? We have become accustomed to speed: fast computers, 
fast food, fast weight loss...as we have become a much more impatient and anxious society, in my opinion. I 
don't think it's a good thing, this heightened apprehension and uneasiness.

There's a remedy for such: Christian anticipation! Spiritual anticipation isn't the same thing, necessarily, as 
waiting. Advent combines Scripture, prayer, sacrament and music with opportunities for silence, stillness and 
reflection, in both a backward and forward-looking attitude of beneficial expectation. The cry of Advent is, 
"Come, Lord Jesus!" Come! Come!

Come, Lord, and set the world aright. End the craziness, the violence, sadness, fear and death. Come with 
righteousness, justice and peace. Come and make my wait at Walmart shorter!

Advent focuses on "that day." You'll hear it in the gospel of Luke (21:25-36) on the First Sunday of Advent 
(November 28) and on other occasions. As Anne Husted Burleigh says: "That day." Not any day: that day--a day 
appointed in time, singled out by God himself, a day when he will make himself visible to a lonely, waiting world. 
And not in any city: not Rome, the seat of imperial power; not even Jerusalem. No--Bethlehem--a dusty hamlet 
appointed by God himself for himself as his birthplace. There are no accidents in the Lord's plan, no cloudy 
abstractions to confuse us, but only purposeful steps running toward the fulfillment promised by the prophets. 
Advent speeds to its goal: God himself enters time; eternity meets history at Bethlehem. Jesus, the infant king, 
cradled in his Mother Mary's arms, is the One whom we have waited for. He comes at the most real, specific, 
non-abstract, personal being we can imagine--for a baby who snuggles on our shoulder is anything but an 
abstract idea. Just so, the Lord of heaven and earth is not an idea. He IS all there is."

My pitiful little pique of instantaneousness at Walmart had me huffing myself over to the rapid self checkout 
(which I loathe but secretly believe is what all stores now want us to do), only to inwardly thrash myself as I 
walked to my vehicle: How rude!; how impatient; how entitled and spoiled I am! Me? Wait?!

Advent is here. Jesus has come. Jesus is coming again. And I can wait patiently and expectantly with great 
anticipation. My blood pressure is going down...

Maranatha,
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The Vestry met in Tucker Hall on Monday, October 25, 2021 at 5:30pm.  Fr. Bert opened with a prayer and his reflections 
on one of the entries from the Generosity devotional.  A few members of the Vestry shared their experiences of finding 
joy in giving.

The Vestry approved the minutes from the September regular meeting.  The September financials had been emailed to 
the Vestry by the Controller, Kristie Keese.  We are 75% through this fiscal year, and the reports showed that our overall 
income was at 88% and expenses were at 79%. The financial report was approved by the Vestry.

On behalf of the School Board, Catie Eastland reported to the Vestry.  She presented the following highlights from the 
School Board meeting on October 19, 2021:

● The meeting was opened in prayer by Father Bert
● Janet reported that enrollment is at 143.
● A new teacher aide/floater has been hired
● Hiring and retaining staff is a struggle currently; however Janet and Felicia have done an incredible job piecing 

together a lot of part time staff to fill vacancies.  
● Fire prevention week was October 4-8 and was a big success
● Open house has been moved to the spring
● The school will hold dress up days October 28 and 29 to celebrate the Halloween holiday
● Fall fest will be held on November 4th and Elizabeth Schneider is organizing this. 
● The scholarship campaign begins November 15th 
● Hearing vision and speech screenings are being offered at the school to no cost to the parents.  This is an 

amazing service offered through grants and a school family that has helped several students to get necessary 
support.

● The bus awning has been installed next to the storage building on Tivy Street and will be a great way to prolong 
the life of the new bus.

● The school financials continue to remain strong.  This month begins the first month of the school’s fiscal year. 
● The school board approved the budget for this next fiscal year and this will now move to the finance committee 

and then the vestry.
● The next school board meeting will be held November 8, 2021.

On behalf of the ECW, Amy Richards reported on the following:

The Board Meeting is scheduled for December 2nd and the General Meeting is scheduled for December 9th (St. Peter’s 
Children Christmas Sing Song).  The Cottage Shop is now open Thursdays as well as Tuesdays.

On behalf of the Organ Rebuild Ad-Hoc Committee, James Horne reported to the Vestry.  James Horne reported that he 
and the committee have been in discussions with David Miron about his work schedule.  The committee continues to 
monitor the progress of the chamber rebuild and the keyboard rebuild. 

On behalf of the Reopening Subcommittee, Eric Maloney provided up-to-date numbers of cases and hospitalizations in 
the city.  The subcommittee also presented the idea of reopening our facilities to outside groups.  In principle, the Vestry 
expressed its support of the idea of reopening our facilities to outside groups.  The subcommittee will report back to the 
Vestry and recommend protocols for the use of the facilities, particularly as it relates to the use of the kitchen and the 
serving of food.  

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Mark Haufler reported to the Vestry.  The committee met before the October 
Vestry meeting to discuss potential nominees for Vestry election.  The committee will also nominate parishioners for 
Council Delegates/Alternates.  The nominees for Vestry will be elected at the Annual Meeting on January 23.  The 
nominees for Council Delegates/Alternates will be elected by the Vestry.  The Vestry approved a deadline of November 
21 for names to be suggested to the Nominating Committee.  
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On behalf of the Budgeting Committee, Nellwyn Sadler reported to the Vestry.  The committee met for the first time on 
October 20.  The committee will meet two more times before presenting the draft of a proposed to the Vestry.  The 
committee is working with Kristie Keese to develop a proposed budget.

Amy Richards, Junior Warden, emailed her report to the Vestry.  The report included the following:

1. Carport Update:   Installed and passed City Inspection.  Pavement re-striped as well.

2. Fire and Security Alarm:  Security Alarm and Fire Alarm are installed and in working order for buildings other than the 
sanctuary.  Guy is working to get a Fire Alarm bid for the church itself and an accompanying electrical bid from DW.

3. Painting of the Sanctuary: Based on discussions from the last Vestry meeting, painting the sanctuary has been put on 
hold.

4. Bell tower – Stephen Drane has asked if he could get a cherry picker and have Guy go up and see if repairs are 
needed.

Amy had also relayed to the Vestry a request from Imelda Horne having to do with moving certain plants from the 
columbarium garden.  The Vestry then discussed the idea of establishing the St. Francis Guild that would be responsible 
in part for some of the gardens and landscaping on our campus.  The Vestry approved the establishment of the St. 
Francis Guild.  Also, Fr. Bert plans to reach out to Imelda Horne to see about her interest in helping or leading the Guild.

Mark Haufler, Senior Warden, reported to the Vestry.  Mark Haufler reported that the vision planning process is moving 
along.  Mark stated that the Vision Planning Support Team has been working hard, and we have had a couple of 
workshops within the last thirty days receiving more input from our general membership.  Mark reported that we sent 
out another survey this afternoon.  With support from our consultant, the planning team has developed and established 
five core values and five vision areas that were identified from the first survey and the work carried out at the two most 
recent workshops.  The Vision Panning Support Team will eventually have a vision document, and that document will be 
approved by the Vestry.  Final edits to the document will be made from input from the final workshops and the survey 
that went out this afternoon.  Mark Haufler thanked all that have come and participated in the workshops.  He also 
encouraged everybody to please take the survey!

Mark also reported that the Generosity Campaign is underway with Carter Crain giving testimony on October 24.  Mark 
thanked Carter, and remarked that it was awesome and a great way to start the campaign.  He mentioned that Eric 
Maloney is up next to give his talk.  Mark noted that Hiram Wilson is doing an outstanding job of leading the team.  
Everybody has the devotional now and we will continue to focus on the devotional and wrap up the campaign on 
November 14th.  On that Sunday, we will two services at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m., and after the 10 a.m. service we will eat 
lunch together. The Holy Smokers have been identified and recommissioned for the lunch!  It is going to be a big, fun 
time with our guest preacher Mayor Bill Blackburn.

Fr. Bert reported to the Vestry. Last week Fr. Bert attended Clergy Conference at Camp Capers, and he was able to share 
a few items coming out of the conference.  The bishop did say we can expect to hear from in terms of the next phase 
for protocols.  Effective immediately, the bishop said the clergy and Eucharistic ministers do not have to wear a mask 
when distributing communion.  The clergy and Eucharistic ministers can certainly where a mask if they wish or feel 
compelled to do so, but they do not have to wear masks.  The bishop relayed his preliminary plans for an in-person 
Diocesan Council in San Marcos, Feb. 24-26.  Also, Fr. Bert has been asked by the bishop to revamp the curacy program 
for newly ordained clergy in the diocese.   Fr. Bert will be leading the program with the Rev. John Inserra, Rector of St. 
Alban’s, Harlingen.
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Since the last Vestry meeting, Fr. Bert has been involved in the committee work with the Reopening Committee, the 
Budgeting Committee, the Nominating Committee, the Generosity Commission, and the Vision Planning Support Team.  
In terms of programs and ministry, Fr. Bert and his worship staff have planned most of the services for Advent and 
Christmas.  This year, Fr. Bert and the music staff have planned a service of Lessons and Carols for the First Sunday 
after Christmas, December 26.  Fr. Bert is currently leading the Tuesday Zoom Bible Study, teaching the newcomers 
class on Wednesday evenings, and co-teaching the Sunday morning class Celebrating the Saints.  The Newcomers 
Class will end November 3, and following the Newcomers Class, Fr. Bert will begin to teach the more comprehensive 
Confirmation Class based on the book Walk in Love (a great resource for all Episcopalians).  This class will prepare 
confirmands for the Bishop’s Visit on Feb. 20.

Fr. Bert reported that we are seeing a very good turnout for our Wednesday evening programming.  Brian Backlock is 
working well his team of volunteers.  He and his volunteers have programs for children and youth through middle 
school.  Brian is also meeting with the high school EYC every other Sunday evening.  On Wednesday evenings, in 
addition to the Newcomers Class and the future Confirmation Class, we have Sisters in Scripture for women, Man Time 
for the men.  The leadership of the Men’s Group study is shared by Dave Weekley, Carter Crain, Ross Rommel, and 
Mickey Horany.  Fr. Bert is in conversation with a couple of additional lay leaders about a fourth offering for adults on 
Wednesday evenings.  In looking ahead to the spring, Fr. Bert is in the midst of planning our Lenten Series, which will 
begin March 9.

Fr. Bert thanked the Vestry members who participated in the Core Values Workshop in August, the Mission Statement 
Workshop in September, and/or the Day of Visioning in October.  The Vision Planning Support Team and Fr. Bert would 
solicit more participation from the Vestry in the remainder of the process.  Fr. Bert made note that we have one more 
workshop scheduled for this year.  The Initial Planning Workshop will be held on Saturday, December 11.  Fr. Bert said 
that he would like Vestry members to attend that workshop to begin determining some of the “actionable items” for the 
plan that will be “owned” by the Vestry.  

Under New Business, the Vestry approved the St. Peter’s School Budget that had been previously approved by the St. 
Peter’s Episcopal School Board. 

The Vestry and Rector closed their meeting with the Lord’s Prayer, and the meeting was adjourned.

The next regular meeting will be Monday, November 15 at 5:30pm in Tucker Hall.  As always, anyone in the parish is 
welcome to attend.  If you wish to be on the agenda and speak, however, please notify the Rector no later than the 
previous Tuesday, November 9, when he writes the agenda to be sent to the Vestry.
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The Vestry met in the Multi-Purpose Room on Monday, November 15, 2021 at 5:30pm.  Fr. Bert opened with 
praying the General Thanksgiving from the Book of Common Prayer, pg. 836.  Then a few members of the 
Vestry shared their life and ministry moments.

The Vestry approved the minutes from the October regular meeting.  The October financials had been 
emailed to the Vestry by the Controller, Kristie Keese.  We are 83% through this fiscal year, and the reports 
showed that our overall income was at 99% and expenses were at 87%.  The current month income for 
October was a bit higher due to budgeted endowment transfers from the Maintenance Fund and the Burney 
Fund.  The financial report was approved by the Vestry.

On behalf of the School Board, Catie Eastland emailed the highlights from the School Board meeting held on 
November 8, 2021:

● The meeting was opened in prayer by Betty Mosty.
● Current enrollment is 143. There are no openings.  All special classes and after school care spots are 

all full as well.
● A teacher, Luisa Molina, has been hired. All teacher positions are full currently.
● Elizabeth Schneider was the chair of Fall Fest.  The Fall Fest and The Big Give were both very 

successful.
● Fall parent/teacher conferences are taking place in November.
● River Kids vision and hearing screenings are underway and have been very helpful in the early 

diagnosis of several students with vision and hearing needs.
● The 3s, 4s and 5s are back in the church for chapel.  The classes are spaced in seating.
● Thanksgiving “mini-fests” will be held in classrooms November 19th.
● The Christmas show will be December 14th at the Cailloux and December 9th for the E.C.W.
● The school financials remain strong and the budget was presented and approved.
● Kristie reported on the endowment and the funds there are also strong.
● The school board approved Christmas bonuses to be given to the teachers this year. 
● The school board would like to more information from the Vestry about the Columbarium.  Is there is 

a plan to expand?  If so, would the financials of that be tied to the school?
● The next school board meeting will be held on December 13, 2021.

On behalf of the ECW, Amy Richards reported that we have the upcoming Christmas program with the school 
children performing at the luncheon for the December 9th general meeting. At this meeting a new slate of 
officers will be presented for approval and the new committees will be announced.

On behalf of the Organ Rebuild Ad-Hoc Committee, James Horne reported to the Vestry.  James Horne 
reported that he and the committee will meet with David Miron on Wednesday, November 17, to discuss the 
scope and schedule of the rebuild.  

On behalf of the Labyrinth Guild, Amy Best emailed a report from Cindy Bachman stating that they made 
almost $300 at the book sale and thanks to all who purchased books. Winter Solstice on December 21, 2021 
brochures are almost done for review. Cindy believes our TMI Labyrinth visit hosted by The Rev. Dr. Ben 
Nelson, with lunch provided, will be on Monday, January 31, 2022.
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On behalf of the Reopening Subcommittee, Eric Maloney reported to the Vestry.  The Subcommittee had 
reviewed the guidelines from the Bishop, particularly as it relates to the serving of food.  One item noted was 
the wearing of masks for those working in the kitchen.  The Subcommittee then recommended that the 
Vestry reopen the use of our facilities to outside groups using the guidelines and recommendations from the 
Bishop. The Vestry approved.   

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Mark Haufler reported to the Vestry.  The committee is still receiving 
suggestions for nominations.  The deadline for submission of suggested names is November 21st.  The 
nominating will meet on November 29th to determine the slate for Vestry Elections to be presented at the 
Annual Meeting.  The Nominating Committee will also present nominees for Council Delegate/Alternate 
election to the Vestry in December. 

On behalf of the Budgeting Committee, Mark Haufler reported to the Vestry.  The committee has met twice to 
discuss possible expenditures in the proposed budget FY2022.  The committee will meet again on December 
15 and present a proposed budget to the Vestry before the next Vestry meeting scheduled for December 20.

Amy Richards, Junior Warden, reported to the Vestry.  Amy reported that she had gotten a bid for fire alarm 
for the church, and that the Finance Commission had asked Guy Scott to try to get more bids. Amy reported 
that we did have some trouble with parking by the storage building, blocking in the school bus. She said that 
Guy was going to get some no parking signs posted, which would state vehicles will be towed from those 
parking spaces.

Mark Haufler, Senior Warden, reported to the Vestry.  Mark Haufler reported on the strategic planning update, 
stating that we had a second survey go out that was specific to our draft vision document. The purpose of 
the survey was to help tweak the vision document will help the Vision Planning Team to finalize the 
document. This document will be sent to the Vestry by the end of the week and welcome any suggestions. 
We are getting to the end of this process with our final meeting on Saturday, December 11th from 8:30 to 
1:00 in Tucker Hall. Mark encourages every Vestry member to attend this meeting. The plan will be put into 
action in January and the plan will be led by some form of leadership, which has not yet been identified.

Fr. Bert reported to the Vestry. Fr. Bert expressed his gratitude to all of those who contributed to the success 
of our Generosity Sunday.  He commented on the good energy and spirit of the day.  The church was full and 
so was Tucker Hall for the barbecue lunch following the service.  Fr. Bert said that we have remained true to 
our purpose for the generosity campaign.  We are focusing on the giver’s need to give rather than the 
church’s need to receive.  He felt like this was clearly evident in the three talks given by Carter Crain, Eric 
Maloney and Amy Best. Fr. Bert stated that he feels inspired more and more by the lay leadership in terms of 
generosity, especially the Vestry with 100% of the Vestry willing to take the next step in their giving.  .
Fr. Bert reported that he and his worship/music staff have planned most of the Advent and Christmas 
services.  He and his team are finalizing the plans for our Service of Lessons and Carols to be held on the first 
Sunday of Christmas, December 26th at the 10 a.m. service.  Fr. Bert highlighted several other programs 
being offered in the season ahead.  On Wednesday, November 17, we will have our annual Advent 
wreath-making event, will allow us to make a wreath before the season of Advent begins on November 28.  
He mentioned that the St. Nicholas event will be held on December 1, and the Santa and spaghetti event will 
be held on December 8.  Brian Blacklock and his volunteer team will present a conclusion to the midweek 
Advent programming on December 15 with an Advent lesson for the children and youth. 
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Fr. Bert stated that since our last Vestry meeting, he has concluded his Newcomer’s Class.  He had fifteen 
members in that class.  On November 10, he began to teach the class Practicing Our Faith, a class for 
inquirers and candidates for Confirmation/Reception.  He reminded the Vestry that the Bishop will visit the 
parish on February 20.  Fr. Bert mentioned that in the season of Advent, he will continue with the Tuesday 
Zoom study.  He will lead a four-week Advent study, beginning November 30th.  He also shared more about 
the Advent Quiet Day scheduled for December 4.  We welcome the Rev. Scott Gunn, Executive Director of 
Forward Movement to teach on the Advent Quiet Day and preach on the Second Sunday of Advent.  Fr. Bert 
shared exciting news that we will once again have our Christmas pageant.  This year’s Pageant will be held 
on Sunday, December 19 at the 9:15am service.  

Fr. Bert also mentioned that he is looking ahead to the spring in terms of our programming.  With the growing 
participation on Wednesday evenings, he is working with lay leaders to hopefully offer a fourth Adult Christian 
Formation on Wednesday evenings, beginning in January.  He is also securing speakers for the Lenten 
Speaker Series that will begin March 9.

Finally, Fr. Bert strongly encouraged the Vestry to attend the Initial Planning Workshop on Saturday, 
December 11.

The Vestry and Rector closed their meeting with the Lord’s Prayer, and the meeting was adjourned.

The next regular meeting will be Monday, December 20 at 5:30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room.  As always, 
anyone in the parish is welcome to attend.  If you wish to be on the agenda and speak, however, please notify 
the Rector no later than the previous Tuesday, December 14, when he writes the agenda to be sent to the 
Vestry.
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Order Form

Name: ________________________________________ Phone: _______________

# of plants: Total Cost:

TOTAL (# of plants x$15.00) ______________ $ _____________

PLEASE COMPLETE BELOW:
In memory of:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving for:
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87931636059
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81586519108#success
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Pictured left: The work crew 
freshens up the labyrinth path 
and plants new flowers. Cindy 
Bachman and Lucia Isabel, 
granddaughter of Seth and 
Brandy Weatherford,  enjoy 
the beauty of St. Peter’s 
Labyrinth.
Pictured below: Denise 
Cartwright offers books for 
sale to potential buyers.  The 
labyrinth guild thanks all 
those that stopped by to 
browse and purchase with 
proceeds going towards the 
labyrinth guild.

Upcoming Field Trip: Monday, January, 31, 2022
Join us on our upcoming visit to  the Labyrinth at TMI guided by The Rev. Dr. Ben Nelson. Anyone who would like 
to join the guild for this trip is welcome! Following our visit to the Labyrinth, a meal will be provided at TMI. 
Transportation via the church van is limited, contact Cindy Bachman or Amy Best to reserve your spot. 

SAVE THE DATE!
1/31/2022
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PLEASE JOIN THE E.C.W.
(EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN)

FOR THE 

HOLIDAY GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

TUCKER HALL

 MEETING AT 10:30

ENJOY CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
FEATURING OUR VERY OWN

ST. PETER’S STUDENTS!
LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED AFTER THE PROGRAM
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Tuesday    9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Thursday  9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday        9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Receiving on Mondays 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Consignments by appointment only.

Donations gratefully received 
without an appointment on

 Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.

   MAIN AT TIVY STREET
     KERRVILLE, TEXAS 78028

     830-257-0290

AN OUTREACH MINISTRY OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN OF 
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

F O U N D E D  I N  1 9 6 7
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RECORD
BREAKING
MONTH!

The Cottage Shop set 5 new records in the 
month of October 2021 in addition to 

adding Thursday to our open days.
●

5 Days of over $1,000.00 a day

On Tuesday Oct. 19th the morning Sales Team sold $900. 
Credit Card Sales for that same day were $988 - a record 
since offering Credit Card Sales to our customers. (Two 

previous Credit Card records were: $799.00 on Friday 
August 13th, and $801.67 on Tuesday October 12th)

Record total for the day Oct. 19th was $1,573.10

We added Thursday to our open days on Oct. 28th and sold 
$518.51 that day.

Record Total for the Month of October $10,053.93

The last $10,000 Month was in October 2019

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR 
SALES TEAMS AND VOLUNTEERS FOR 

ACHIEVING THESE GOALS!!
To God Be The Glory with Praise and Thanksgiving!!
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81586519108#success
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9:15 Services

December 5th Sarah Hilburn 
Junior Hilburn

December 12th Hiram Wilson 
Nellwyn Sadler

December 19th Barbara Jansen
Larry Baird

11:15 Services

John Elliott
Doug Holmes

Herb Williamson

Sunday December 26th

10:00 AM
Combined Service Nellwyn Sadler
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Putting God First in Living and Giving

We just finished our 28 day devotional reading of first 
which helped all of us ask ourselves “what does it mean 
to be faithful , to save and to give.  During the services 
on November 14th we concluded our generosity 
campaign and those present submitted their “estimate 
of giving cards”.  If you missed it, you will have received 
a card and return envelope in the mail soon, if you 
haven’t already received it.  There is a link on the home 
page of St. Peters website you can utilize to estimate 
your giving for 2022.  https://www.stpeterskerrville.com

If you want to continue your devotional reading or want to catch up on some of 
the videos, below are links to past YouTube videos  shown at the various 
discussion groups.  

If you have any questions or did not get an Estimate of Giving 
Card, please contact Ginny Stehling at (830) 257-8162 

or email her at ginny@stpeterskerrville.com.

mailto:bert@stpeterskerrville.com
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Often the seasons of Advent, Lent, and Easter take on new meaning when we explore a 
new practice or return to one we haven’t practiced for a while. One you might consider 
is Centering or Contemplative Prayer. We have a prayer group that meets weekly at St. 
Peter’s, but it isn’t necessary to become part of a group to reap many blessings from 
this manner of prayer. 

Centering Prayer is very simple. One sits with God, asking nothing, telling nothing, not 
even thanking or praising, just sitting with the One who loves you beyond all imagining. 
Nothing is expected; there is no “getting better” at centering; there is no goal. It is the 
very essence of being/Being.

There are four guidelines:
1. Choose a sacred word as the symbol of your intention to consent to God’s 

presence and action within.
2. Sitting comfortably and with eyes closed, settle briefly and silently introduce the 

sacred word.
3. When engaged with thoughts, return ever-so-gently to the sacred word.
4. At the end of the prayer period, remain in silence with eyes closed for a couple of 

minutes.

Recommended reading:

Open Mind Open Heart by Thomas Keating, who was a Cistercian priest, monk, and 
abbot and founder of the Centering Prayer Movement and of Contemplative Outreach

Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault, an Episcopal priest

Christian Meditation: Experiencing the Presence of God by James Finley, a former 
Trappist monk who studied closely with Thomas Merton and is now a clinical 
psychologist

A Listening Heart: The Art of Contemplative Living by Brother David Steindl-Rast, a 
Benedictine monk

If you are interested in learning more about the St. Peter’s Centering/Contemplative 
Prayer group, contact Susan Parker at 257-3918 or 285-3874.
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The DOK meets the 3rd Thursday 
of each month 11AM - 12 PM

Monthly Meeting 
Thursday, December 16th 11AM

If you have any questions, 
or need information, please contact:

Imelda Horne
830-896-5992 | mel_jam72207@yahoo.com

OR 
Sarah Baetz

832-361-4176

Path of Life meets
in the MPR on 

Wednesdays at 10:30AM.
 

We will be studying 
“The Gospel of John” 

by Max Lucado. 

All are welcome!

We are meeting on 
Fridays 11 AM to noon in 
the AV room, and also on 

online with Zoom.

We are studying Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith 
of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. Taylor is an 

Episcopal priest who has been teaching the 
world's religions at the university-level for 20 years. 

In this study we will learn more about our own 
faith as Christians as we look at other religions.

Contact Susan Parker for 
more information and Zoom numbers.

Parkers710@gmail.com or 830-257-3918

We begin with a brief sacred reading, 
which leads us into a time of silence that 

lasts about 20 minutes. 

The goal is to support one another in 
private contemplative prayer and 

meditation and share our faith journeys. 

We are affiliated with Contemplative 
Outreach LTD and World Community for 

Christian Meditation. 

For schedule information contact Susan 
Parker at parkers710@gmail.com or 

257-3918. 

mailto:mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
mailto:Parkers710@gmail.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
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https://www.stpeterskerrville.com/give-to-st-peters-school/
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Beginning late last year, and into 2021, our Diocese and Vestry have approved protocols for a 
modified return to congregational life. Ministry groups are once again meeting in all areas of the 
campus, with most restrictions eased for all vaccinated individuals. As always, please contact 
Ginny in the church office to schedule a meeting room and time. 

Below you will find the contact information for Ministry Leaders. Please be in touch with your respective Ministry Leader 
to learn how members of your ministry group are engaging with another, virtually or in person. 

If you have questions, call the office. If you need support from your clergy, please contact Fr. Bert or Fr. Mike. We are here 
for you. Remember that we are knit together in love. 

 Ministry Group  Leader/Contact person  Contact info.

Clergy The Rev. Bert Baetz bert@stpeterskerrville.com
Clergy The Rev. Mike Wheeler mike@stpeterskerrville.com
News, Reviews, & Special Topics Dane Tune danetune@yahoo.com
Spiritual Formation
Contemplative Prayer Susan Parker parkers710@gmail.com
Path of Life Becky Purl happy1@stx.rr.com

Betty Mosty bmosty@hctc.net
Sisters in Scripture Lisa Earl lisaearl29@gmail.com
Friday Book Study Susan Parker parkers710@gmail.com
Youth Sunday School Brian Blacklock brian@stpeterskerrville.com
Chancel Choir Claire Rabson claire@stpeterskerrville.com
Praise Team Mark Voss jmvoss@hotmail.com
Acolytes Lee Underwood theboss@underwoodsheating-ac.com

Calvin Smajstrla cal.smajstrla@gmail.com
Altar Guild Dawn Hatch cdawnhatch@gmail.com
Eucharistic Visitors Fr. Mike Wheeler mike@stpeterskerrville.com
Greeters Brooksie Bledsoe bledsoebrooksie@yahoo.com
St. Paul’s Guild Jane Quein jquein@hotmail.com
Ushers Doug Holmes holmes.d4549@gmail.com

Nellwyn Sadler nellwynsadler@gmail.com
Labyrinth Guild Cindy Bachman bachman@omniglobal.net
St. Jerome’s Guild Betty Mosty bmosty@hctc.net

Vicky Wilson victoria92@mac.com
Rosemary’s Helping Hands Dee Elliott deeelliott@hctc.net.
The Order of the Daughters of the King  Imelda Horne mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew James Horne mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
Hospital Visitors Fr. Mike Wheeler mike@stpeterskerrville.com
Communicats – Office Volunteers Ginny Stehling ginny@stpeterskerrville.com
Rock Roadies Polly Horany horanypr@me.com
Prayers, Fellowship and Football (PFF) Jon Wilems pjwilems@gmail.com
Community Best Timers Lynda Griffin lk.grffn@gmail.com
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) Rebecca Williamson rwwilliamson@gmail.com
The Cottage Shop Margaret Galloway margaretgalloway41@gmail.com
Love for the Least Partners Abby Blacklock abbyblacklock@me.com
Hamburger Ministry Ross Rommel arossrommel@gmail.com

St. Jerome's Guild has 
new co-presidents:
Betty Mosty 
bmosty@hctc.net
Vicky Wilson 
victoria92@mac.com

mailto:bert@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:mike@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:danetune@yahoo.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
mailto:happy1@stx.rr.com
mailto:bmosty@ktc.com
mailto:lisaearl29@gmail.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
mailto:brian@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:claire@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:jmvoss@hotmail.com
mailto:theboss@underwoodsheating-ac.com
mailto:cal.smajstrla@gmail.com
mailto:cdawnhatch@gmail.com
mailto:mike@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:bledsoebrooksie@yahoo.com
mailto:jquein@hotmail.com
mailto:holmes.d4549@gmail.com
mailto:nellwynsadler@gmail.com
mailto:dencart@aol.com
mailto:mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
mailto:mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
mailto:mike@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:ginny@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:horanypr@me.com
mailto:pjwilems@gmail.com
mailto:lk.grffn@gmail.com
mailto:rwwilliamson@gmail.com
mailto:abbyblacklock@me.com
mailto:arossrommel@gmail.com
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Peggy Ann Eastland 1-Dec
Fronie Shelton 4-Dec
Sadie Harwood 5-Dec
Katie Poindexter 6-Dec
Chris Simone 6-Dec
Barbara Blackbird 6-Dec
Danny Wheat 6-Dec
Amy Best 6-Dec
Steve Schulte 7-Dec
Nick Boland 7-Dec
Collyn King 8-Dec
Brent Ives 8-Dec
Traci Hale 8-Dec
Creed West 11-Dec
Lori Schreiner 12-Dec
Lynda Griffin 12-Dec
Margaret Galloway 12-Dec
Gayle Bingham 14-Dec
Ann Jackson 14-Dec

SeanMichael O'Fiel 14-Dec
Whitten Bosworth 14-Dec
Jenny Ligon 15-Dec
Amanda McDonald 15-Dec
Tracy Hilderbran 16-Dec
Grant Baehre 17-Dec
Gloria Harris 17-Dec
Anna Herman 17-Dec
Mills Ligon 17-Dec
Annie Key 17-Dec
Laura Beene 18-Dec
Barbara Cordova 19-Dec
Jerre Williams 20-Dec
Loretta Munson 21-Dec
Donald Jackson 21-Dec
Gabriela Alvarez Chedzoy 21-Dec
Geri Magnell 21-Dec
Elaine Nelms 22-Dec
Jim Barkley 22-Dec

Heather Stebbins 23-Dec
Ken O'Neal 24-Dec
Charlie McIlvain 24-Dec
Peggy Richter 25-Dec
Vicki Wilson 26-Dec
Michael Kimberly 27-Dec
Michael Cosgrove 27-Dec
Larry Baird 27-Dec
Doug Holmes 27-Dec
Johanna Roussel 28-Dec
George Hyde 29-Dec
Lyla Earl 29-Dec
Cynthia Hurayt 29-Dec
Nancy Alvarez Chedzoy 29-Dec
Margaret Ricks 29-Dec
Phyllis Sherman 31-Dec

Beverlee & Paul Smith 12-Dec
Johanna & Wright Roussel 15-Dec
Justin & Courtney MacDonald 16-Dec
Sarah & Bert Baetz 22-Dec
Debra & Bob Parmley 23-Dec
Jana & Stephen Drane 27-Dec
Cornelia Ryon & Robert Ward 28-Dec
Janet & Mike Smajstrla 29-Dec
Lou Ann & Greg Maxwell 29-Dec
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